
On Sunday September 30, 2007 
Fairmount Park Council for 
Historic Sites will celebrate the 
continued success of the annual 
Kentucky Derby fundraiser. Scotty 
Gembala, Director for Art and 
Cultural Events, will host the 
event to honor the contribution of 
participants in the Derby event. 
      The Council wants to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who 
helped make this event a success, 
including Board members, Trus-
tees and guests. 
      The most recent Kentucky 
Derby event took place at The 
Conservatory (on the grounds of 
West Laurel Hill) on May 5, 2007, 
the day of the 133rd running of the 
renowned horse race. The Derby 

event, in its third year, was profit-
able and helped raise much needed 
funds for the Council. 
      During the May 2007 event, 
participants took chances on the 
Derby winner, and people with 
winning tickets won prizes. The 
running of the Kentucky Derby 
was watched with much enthusi-
asm on a large-screen TV. In addi-
tion, there were pre-race activities 
such as recognition for the Best 
Dressed Southern Belle, Best 
Dressed Southern Gentlemen and 
Best Spring Hat. 
      The Council looks forward to 
another successful Kentucky 
Derby event in spring of 2008. 
Your ideas and input are always 
welcome. 

Derby Event Raises Funds For FPCHS 

DVOC Will Leave Hermitage At End Of 2007 

Delaware Valley Opera Com-
pany (DVOC), which has per-
formed at Hermitage since 1981, 
will leave the historic site by years 
end, according to DVOC Board 
member and Park liaison Connie 
Koppe. 
      The lease with the city of 
Philadelphia expires September 
30, 2007. The city has given 
DVOC until December 31, 2007 to 
clear out its significant accumula-
tion of sets, costumes and props. 
      Hermitage Mansion and the 
Paul D. Osimo Outdoor Theatre 
need a “great deal of work,” and 
“that isn’t something we can do,” 
Connie said. The theater and man-
sion need costly renovations, and 
the porch is so precarious it has 
been condemned. 
      DVOC has contributed much 
to maintaining the property over 

the years. DVOC financed and 
built the Osimo Theatre. And the 
opera company also paid for a new 
roof and furnace for the Mansion, 
Connie noted, plus other required 
bills on the property. In addition, 
the many performances DVOC 
produced brought attention to Her-
mitage as an important historic 
site. 
      Connie emphasized that 
DVOC will continue to do shows 
in the future. DVOC is searching 
for a new performance venue, 
preferably in the northwestern part 
of the city close to its fan base. 
      A final decision about a new 
venue has not been made, but 
DVOC is leaning towards an in-
door theater due to problems, such 
as insects and inclement weather, 
that are inherent in outdoor thea-
ters. 
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Holiday tours of historic 
houses in Fairmount Park 
continue this year, thanks to 
the Fairmount Park Com-
mission, Philadelphia Trol-
ley Works and six partici-
pating historic sites. The 
tours are a longstanding tra-
dition in Philadelphia. 
      The holiday tours are 
scheduled for all five days 
between Wednesday Novem-
ber 28 and Sunday Decem-
ber 2, 2007. Cedar Grove, Laurel Hill , Lemon 
Hill , Mount Pleasant, Strawberry Mansion and 
Woodford are featured on the tour. 
      Two trolleys will run each day. The tours start 
and end at the Italian Fountain Circle at Fair-
mount Water Works. The first tour starts at 10:00 
AM and returns at noon; the second tour begins at 
2:00 PM and ends at 4:00 PM. Each tour is $25 per 
person. The $25 fee includes the trolley (bus) and 

admission to three of the his-
toric houses. 
      Philadelphia Trolley 
Works strongly recommends 
that you make reservations 
for the trolley tour. Call 
Philadelphia Trolley Works 
at (215) 389-8687 to make 
your reservation. Tickets can 
be purchased from the driver 
on the day of the tour but 
only if tickets are available. 
      On the same day as the 

holiday tours, the Water Works Interpretive Cen-
ter will be open for free tours, and the Water 
Works Restaurant & Lounge will be open for 
lunch. 
      Also, the historic houses involved in the tours 
welcome self-driven tours. Admission for self-
driven tours is $5.00 per visitor for each house 
($3.00 for senior citizens). Have a happy and joy-
ous holiday, everyone. 
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Belmont Mansion Opens As Underground Railroad Museum 

Traditional Holiday Tours Are Scheduled For 2007 

Mansion is open for tours. Winter tour 
hours are Tuesday through Friday 11:00 
AM to 5:00 PM, and weekends Noon to 
5:00 PM. Admission is $7.00 for adults, 
and $5.00 for children (6-18), students 
and seniors (64+). Children under 6 
years old get in free. Group rates are also 
available. 
      The National Underground Rail-
road Freedom Center (NURFC) in 
Cincinnati, Ohio named Belmont Man-

sion the first national Freedom Station. And the 
National Park Service National Network to 
Freedom program has certified that Belmont Man-
sion has a connection to the Underground Railroad. 
      For more information call (215) 878-8844. 
Learn more online at www.belmontmansion.org. 

Historic Belmont Mansion officially 
opened as an Underground Railroad Mu-
seum with a public opening on July 4, 
2007. Prior to that event, a ribbon-
cutting ceremony was held on May 11th, 
and attendees included Governor 
Rendell, Mayor Street and the Board of 
Directors of the American Women’s 
Heritage Society. 
      The new museum features interactive 
exhibits and educational programs about 
the Underground Railroad, the Abolitionist Move-
ment and the history of the Belmont estate from the 
colonial era up to the present. Visitors can also stop 
by the Harriet Tubman gift shop, which is located 
at ground level near the patio. 
      The Underground Railroad Museum at Belmont 
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Laurel Hill Mansion, Christmas 2006 
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Book lovers, alert! We recommend A Guide To The 
Great Gardens Of The Philadelphia Region 
by Adam Levine with photographs by 
Rob Cardillo; and Historic Houses Of 
Philadelphia by Roger W. Moss with 
photographs by Tom Crane. 
      A Guide To The Great Gardens Of 
Philadelphia includes West Laurel Hill 
Cemetery, Japanese House and Garden, 
Fairmount Park Horticultural Center 
and Arboretum, The Philadelphia Zoo 
and many others. For example, it notes that 
The Japanese House is “one of the most 
beautiful recreations of a Japanese House and 
Garden in North America, and the only one of 
its kind outside Japan.” Exquisite and colorful 
photographs adorn the pages of this book. 
      Historic Houses of Philadelphia also has a 
beautiful collection of photographs from the 
city and suburbs. These ten houses from the 
Schuylkill River and Fairmount Park area are in-
cluded: Bellair , Historic Bartram’s Garden , 
The Woodlands, Sweetbriar, Cedar Grove, 
Lemon Hill , Mount Pleasant, Laurel Hill , Wood-
ford  and Strawberry Mansion. 
      Check your local library for availability. A 
Guide To The Great Gardens Of The Philadelphia 
Region was discovered at the Radnor Township li-
brary in Wayne. It could be available at a library 
near you. 
 
Please Touch Museum Is Making Real Progress 
 
      And speaking of learning something new about 
Fairmount Park, members of The Modern Club 
from Sweetbriar took an exclusive behind-the-
scenes tour of The Please Touch Museum at Me-
morial Hall on Friday, September 21, 2007. Much 
progress has been made, but numerous finishing 
touches still need to be completed. In fact, mem-
bers of The Modern Club had to wear hard hats as 
they toured the building. Still, the tour was an ex-
citing look into the amazing work being done there. 
Thanks for the tour. Wonderful! 

       

�������

Historically Speaking       NEWS BRIEFS 
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People Who Contact FPCHS Are From Near 
And Far 
 
      Many people contact FPCHS through the email 
address on our website, and over the telephone. Re-
cently, visitors who are planning trips to Philadel-
phia have called from as close as upstate New 
York and as far away as Michigan. Information 
about the historic sites was provided to them. For 
example, the Council (translation: our webmaster) 
sent the couple from New York an email with links 
to maps and specific historic sites that fit their in-
terest in architecture, furniture and antiques. 
      At the beginning of this year a Professor from 
France even contacted the Council because he was 
planning a visit to Philadelphia. He was also sent 
an email with information relevant to his query, 
and he replied in appreciation. 
      And, yes, we do get emails from locals. Re-
cently, a representative from a Baptist church in 
Pennypack Park, near Fairmount Park, emailed to 
say she enjoyed the website. 



The original FPCHS Cookbook was the brainchild 
of Edith Moore Stephens, member-at-large of the 
Council. In 1996 she undertook this assignment at 
the request of former Council president, Scotty 
Gembala. 
      After the cookbook was finished city and park 
officials tasted the recipes at two separate celebra-
tions. The 2nd edition, released in 2006, was fea-
tured at the 2006 Philadelphia Antiques Show. 
      The cookbook weaves history and recipes to-
gether in a unique way. For instance, page 21 has a 
transcription of a handwritten order from Frederick 
Gaff to the caterer for an 1821 event at the Water-
works. Page 14 has two fruitcake recipes from 
Mary Kinslow Dennis (1876—1957), fraternal 
grandmother of Edith Moore Stephens. 
      Today Edith works with AME Bethel Church 
and other community organizations. She has re-
ceived numerous awards for community leadership 
and excellence in education.       

The FPCHS Cookbook: Where Food And History Coexist 

 
 

History Is Always In ‘Fashion’ At Laurel Hill Mansi on 
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Women For Greater Philadelphia know that his-
tory is always fashionable in any era. So what bet-
ter way to raise funds for Historic Laurel Hill 
Mansion than a fashion show. 
      On Wednesday, October 17, 2007 the 31st an-
niversary Gala Luncheon and Fashion Show for 
the benefit of Laurel Hill Mansion and the organi-
zation will take place in Philadelphia. The event is 
in Lincoln Hall at The Union League of Philadel-
phia at 140 South Broad Street. All reservations 
must be in by October 9, 2007. RSVP for program 
listing by October 3, 2007. Fashions by Talbot’s. 
For more information call Women For Greater 
Philadelphia at (215) 627-1770 or the Mansion at 
(215) 235-1776. 
      Meanwhile, Laurel Hill Mansion has had 
many other successful events such as the Concerts 
By Candlelight and the recent “The Constitution: 
Then And Now” forum. Laurel Hill Mansion is 
open for tours until mid-December. Call (215) 
235-1776 for details.  


