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Philadelphia Bike Tours Adds Historic Sites In
Fairmount Park To Its List Of Tours

=

Bored of bus tours?
Weary of walking

tours? Already ex- .
perienced the ennui of gt
the Clothespin and 3
the Rocky statue?

Good news, trav- L
elers. Starting spring

a guide who takes the

tourists through the

city. Together, the

guide and tourists ride

bicycles or mopeds to

historic sites in the : Lo
city. Each historic site  #

will provide a separate . $

2007, Philadelphia Bike Tours will ~ tour guide who will % &$
offer tours of the historic sites in Fair- Show tourists that particular site. I
mount Park. Historic sites available Currently, Philadelphia Bike ) 8

for these tours include Belmont Man-
sion, Fairmount Water Works, Laurel
Hill Cemetery, Laurel Hill Mansion,
Lemon Hill, Sweetbriar and Wood-
ford.

Chamounix Mansion, a youth
hostel, is also available as an over-
night destination and a starting and
end point for tourists, suggests Inn-

Tours provides Fuji comfort bikes or
Kinetic TFR 49cc 1/2 hp mopeds as
part of specific tour packages at a se 4+
price. The historic sites of Fairmount

Park are part of a Custom Tour pack - o F
age, and the cost of this tour to the i
tourist is negotiable with the bike tour

company. All Custom Tour packages

require at least four persons per %

# &

keeper Todd Kimmel. Also, the group, and 24 hours notice is re-
woods surrounding Chamounix are  quired. -0
full of mountain bike trails. Philadelphia Bike Tours worked - 1 * 1

with Fairmount Park Council for His-

And though Hermitage Mansion e ( 1orH
toric Sites to create a list of historic

isn’t open for tours, tourists can visit

the Hermit's cave for free or take in a
performance of the Delaware Valley
Opera Company, which performs at
the Paul D. Osimo Outdoor Theatre
behind the Mansion.

Philadelphia Bike Tours provides

sites that have agreed to welcome th . /

pedaling and moped-riding tourists.
But site administrators who want thei
historic site added to the list should
feel free to contact the Council at
(215) 879-1280. Or email the Counci
at fairmountsites@verizon.net.

Learn more about Philadelphia Bike Tours online at:
www .philadelphiabiketour.com
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FPCHS History Committee Is Activated

The newly formed History Committee of Fair- every history buff should know. For instance, Fair-
mount Park Council for Historic Sites was active in mount Park is the largest municipal park in the

the summer and fall of 2006. Regular attendees at world. And the Park was entered into the National

the meetings included Celeste Maschmeyer, Presi-Register of Historic Places on January 25, 1972 as
dent of the Council, Carl Nittinger, Ed Grusheski, an historic district. Over the years, the park has

Ursula Reed and Betty Shellenberger. grown, and today Fairmount Park consists of 9,204
Carl Nittinger took the initiative to researand ~ acres of city land.
write an overview of the historic sites in Fairmbun The History Committee has proposed other

Park. This overview was eventually incorporated ideas relating to the reorganization of historioal
into the “About Us” section of the Council’'s web- formation—and how to better communicate this to
site, www.fairmountparkhistoricsites.org. The the public. Anyone interested in joining the com-
“About Us” section is now composed of three mittee should contact Carl Nittinger or the Council
parts: the mission of the Council; sites within the

historic district; and hlstgry of the I_Dar.k. _ Learn more about Fairmount Park Council for His-
The “About Us” section notes intriguing facts  toric Sites at: www.fairmountparkhistoricsites.org.

Historic Belmont Mansion Set To Reopen In March, 207

Historic Belmont Mansion will reopen ir + clusion of the estate into Fairmount
March, 2007 as a state-of-the-art Unde Park; and the genesis of American
ground Railroad Museum. The new mu Women'’s Heritage Society, the non-
seum will feature interactive exhibits an profit that manages the Mansion today.
educational programs about the Under- This exhibit will use reproductions of

ground Railroad, the Abolitionist Move-—JNDeErGrROUND  drawings and photographs, as well as in-
ment and the history of the Belmont esRAILROAD MUSEUM teractive touch-screens with accompany-
tate from the colonial era up to the pre-|8-“.4.coé 7Znior | ing audio.

FAIRMOUNT PARK

sent. Pttt The rooms on the second floor will
Each room in Belmont Mansion will feature more information about the Abo-
have a different theme. The main room litionist Movement and the Underground

on the first floor of the Mansion will have “tallgn ~ Railroad. One of the highlights of the exhibits up-
portraits” of the original owners—the Peters fam- stairs will be a scale model of Belmont Mansion
ily—and the servants and slaves. The exhibit will and the surrounding estate at the time of the Under
feature full-scale reproductions of paintings and  ground Railroad.

drawings; life-size mannequins in period dress; and  The National Underground Railroad Freedom
interactive audio tracks with first-person narrativ. - Center (NURFC) in Cincinnati, Ohio named Bel-
Also, Peters family memorabilia in freestanding  mont Mansion the first national Freedom Station.

cases will be displayed. And the National Park Service National Network to
On the other side-chamber of the first fltho Freedom program has certified that Belmont Man-

story of Belmont Mansion will be told. This in- sion has a connection to the Underground Railroad.

cludes information about the Peters’ early formal For more information contact Audrey R. John-

gardens and agricultural experiments; the later de- son Thornton at (215) 878-8844. Learn more online
Velopment of the estate as a resort; the evemual | at WWW'belmontmansion'org_



Historically Speaking

Martha Moffat, site administrator &¥oodford, In September 2008weetbriar Mansionmembers
emailed six beautiful photographs to the Council extended Philadelphia hospitality to re-enactors
for inclusion in the Council website. The photos in who marched along the Washington-Rochambeau

clude exteriors and interi- Revolutionary Route
ors of this splendid his- (W3R), which runs from
toric house. At right is the New England to Virginia.
parlor at Woodford. Be- On a balmy evening fabu-
low is the upstairs hall. lous food was served to
The front exterior has re-enactors at an encamp-
been posted to the Coun- ment along the Schuylkill
cil website. For more in- The Parlor at Woodford. River. Generals Washing-
formation about Wood- ton and Rochambeau, and
ford call (215) 229-6115. their respective soldiers,
Opera and the out- marched this same route
doors form the heart and to victory over British
soul of theDelaware General Cornwallis at
Valley Opera Company: Yorktown, Virginia.
DVOC performs at the Learn more about W3R at
Paul D. Osimo Outdoor WWW.W3r-us.org.
Theatre in back dfler- The parlor at Woodford. The big news in the
mitage Mansion Over summer and fall 2006 for

the past 25 years DVOC has produced over a hun-Fairmount Water Works was the opening of the
dred performances of 52 different operas. We wel-long anticipated Water Works Restaurant. The din-
come Hermitage as a new member to the Council. ner menu features entrees such as Grilled Tuna,
DVOC has more shows Pan-Seared Black Bass,
scheduled for this year. | Vanilla Butter Poached
For details call (215) 725- Lobster, Black Pepper
4171 or go to www. Crusted Duck Breast, Fi-
dvopera.org. let of Beef, Rack Of

The site administratorsj Lamb and other seafood
of Lemon Hill andLau- § and meat dishes. The
rel Hill Mansion took the dress policy, says its web-
initiative to keep up the site, is: “ Dress is busi-
tradition of the Christmas ness casual. Jackets and
Tours in December, 2006. _ | ties are not required, but
Their hard work and dedi- B we do ask that guests re-
cation are greatly appreci frain from jeans and
ated. For more informa- sneakers in the main din-
tion call (215) 646-7084 ing room.” Just so you
or (215) 235-1776, re- know, gentlemen. To
spectively. Visit Lemon make a reservation at the
Hill on the web at www.lemonhill.org. restaurant, call 215-236-9000.

Upstairs hall at Woodford.

Learn more about Fairmount Park Council for Histori c Sites at:
www.fairmountparkhistoricsites.org
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Copies of the Fairmount Park Council for Historic
Sites Cookbook are still available. With mouthwater
ing desserts like Apple Tart, Quaker Bread Pudding
and Date Nut Pound Cake, how can you resist? Here
are more. Raspberry Pie, Strawberry Pie Supreme
and Yorkshire Pudding.

Recipes for main dishes, soups and salads arénalso
the book. Everything from Blue Bell Chile to Avalon
Clambake Chowder.

Thanks to our generous sponsor, The Haverford
Trust Company, these books are now available for
you to buy. Call the Council today at (215) 879028
to buy a copy before these books are all sold out.




